
Year 1  Half Termly Learning Journey  Autumn 2 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Overall 
theme  

 Fire Fire 

Science 
 

Observe changes 
across the four 
seasons 
 
Autumn walk – what is 
happening to the trees 
and the leaves 
Explore Autumn 
leaves make rubbings, 
sort colours 
draw/paint autumn 
trees 
 
Extra Wow science 
linked to bonfire night 
–making rockets 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at types of 
weather linked to each 
season – which 
weather matches each 
season and what 
happens to trees in 
each season 
 
 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at rain – puddle 
investigations –which 
is the largest puddle in 
the playground, which 
is the deepest puddle 
 
 

Observe changes 
across the four 
seasons 
 
Winter walk – observe 
difference in the trees 
with no leaves – 
paint/draw winter 
trees 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at changes in the 
weather – what do we 
need to wear when it 
is cold outside.  Talk 
about day length and 
weather associated 
with winter 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Rain investigation –
which day has the 
most rainfall in a week 

Working 
Scientifically 

 

Ask simple questions 
stimulated by the 
world around them 
 

Present their findings 
in a range of ways 
using templates where 
necessary 

 Observe using non-
standard units e.g. 
how many lolly 
sticks/cubes/handful
s, etc. 

 

Observe changes over 
different periods of 
time and 
discuss/talk/record 
what happened 
 

Present their findings 
in a range of ways 
using templates where 
necessary 

Observe changes over 
different periods of 
time and 
discuss/talk/record 
what happened 
 

Art Creating own 
calendars 
Experimenting with 
technique 

Planning calendars Creating calendars Creating calendars Evaluating calendars  



Computing To be able to log on 
and off 

To be able to open 
and close software 

Explore the paint 
program 

 

Exploring changing 
colours on paint 

Explore changing 
brush techniques on 
paint 

Explore typing on 
paint or word 

Design 
Technology 

  Explore and use sliders 
and levers. 
Understand that 
different mechanisms 
produce different 
types of movement. 
 
Look at different 
products that use 
sliders 

To begin to generate 
ideas based on simple 
design criteria. 
 
Plan how they will 
build their own house 
and use a slider 

Select and use tools, 
explaining their 
choices, to cut, shape 
and join paper and 
card.  
 
Create their own 
house and slider, using 
their plan 
 

 

To evaluate their 
product, checking that 
it matches the plan 
and if not, why not? 
 
 

Geography Human & Physical 
Seasonal & daily 
weather  
Filling in weather 
chart. 
 

     

History The Great Fire of 
London 
Understand some of 
the ways in which we 
find out about the 
past and identify 
different ways in 
which it is represented 

Sequence the events 
of The Great Fir of 
London 

 

Ask and answer 
questions, using other 
sources 
 

Think about why the 
fire was so destructive 

Observe or handle 
evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the 
past on the basis of 
simple observations 
 
Understand how we 
know so much about 
what happened. 
 

   



 
Music Christmas nativity 

songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
To know what the 
songs are about 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Learn to start and stop 
singing when following 
a leader 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Learn to start and stop 
singing when following 
a leader 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Choose a song they 
have learnt and 
perform it 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Choose a song they 
have learnt and 
perform it 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Record the 
performance and say 
how they were feeling 
about it. 

PE Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of throwing/ 
catching an object.  
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an underarm 
throwing action in a 
simple game situation. 
 
 

Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of throwing/ 
catching an object 
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an underarm 
throwing action in a 
simple game situation. 
 

Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of kicking 
objects.  
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an effective 
kicking action in a 
simple game situation. 
 

Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of kicking objects 
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an effective 
kicking action in a 
simple game situation. 
 

Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of striking 
objects with an 
implement.  
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an effective 
striking action in a 
simple game situation. 
 

Throw  Catch  Kick  
Strike  
1. Athletics 
To explore different 
ways of striking 
objects with an 
implement.  
2. Attacking and 
defending 
To use an effective 
striking action in a 
simple game situation. 
 

RE  Christianity (Jesus) 
Why is Jesus special 
to Christians? 
 know a simple version 
of the nativity story. 

Christianity (Jesus) 
Why is Jesus special 
to Christians? 
Talk about why 
Christians would say 

Christianity (Jesus) 
Why is Jesus special 
to Christians? 
Talk about how 
different characters in 

Christianity (Jesus) 
Why is Jesus special 
to Christians? 

 



that Jesus is a special 
baby. 

the nativity welcome 
the baby Jesus 

talk about why 
Christmas is a special 
time for Christians 
 

PSHE Health and wellbeing 
H8/9- about growing, 
changing and 
becoming more 
independent  
 

  H13/14/15-how to ask 
for help if they are 
worried about 
something  
 

 H12- about rules for 
keeping safe (in 
familiar and unfamiliar 
situations)  
 

Values-  happiness 
SMSC-  Mutual respect 

Collective 
Worship    

Friends 
The qualities that make a good friend Am I a good friend? How do friendships grow? Developing the metaphor. Jewish and Christians story and wisdom on the 
significance of friendship. Creative responses to conflict and assertive responses to difficulties. 

 

 

 


