
Year 1  Half Termly Learning Journey  Autumn 2 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Overall 
theme  

 Fire Fire 

Science 
 

Key Scientist: Dr. 
Fangxian Fang- Earth 
Scientist  
Observe changes 
across the four 
seasons 
 
Weather chart 
 
Extra Wow science 
linked to bonfire night 
–making rockets 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at types of 
weather linked to each 
season – which 
weather matches each 
season and what 
happens to trees in 
each season 
 
 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at rain – puddle 
investigations –which 
is the largest puddle in 
the playground, which 
is the deepest puddle 
 
 

Observe changes 
across the four 
seasons 
 
Winter walk – observe 
difference in the trees 
with no leaves – 
paint/draw winter 
trees 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Look at changes in the 
weather – what do we 
need to wear when it 
is cold outside.  Talk 
about day length and 
weather associated 
with winter 

Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies 
 
Rain investigation –
which day has the 
most rainfall in a week 

Working 
Scientifically 

 

Ask simple questions 
stimulated by the 
world around them 
 

Gathering and 
recording data to help 
in answering 
questions. 
 
Present their findings 
in a range of ways 
using templates where 
necessary 
 
 

Gathering and 
recording data to help 
in answering 
questions. 
 
Observe using non-
standard units e.g. 
how many lolly 
sticks/cubes/handfuls, 
etc. 
 

Observe changes over 
different periods of 
time and 
discuss/talk/record 
what happened 
 

Gathering and 
recording data to help 
in answering 
questions. 
 
Present their findings 
in a range of ways 
using templates where 
necessary 

Gathering and 
recording data to help 
in answering 
questions. 
 
Observe changes over 
different periods of 
time and 
discuss/talk/record 
what happened 
 

Art       



Computing To use technology 
safely and online 
relationships 

To be able to log on 
and log off 

To be able to open 
and exit software 
using the Paint 
program 

 

To use paint to 
produce work and 
explore changing 
colours on paint 

To explore changing 
brush techniques on 
paint 

To explore typing on 
paint or word 

Design 
Technology 

Designer: Mick 
Inkpen- Kippers 
Balloon story book 
 
Learn some 
information about 
Mick Inkpen 

Mechanisms  
Tech Knowledge 
Explore and use sliders 
and levers. 
Understand that 
different mechanisms 
produce different 
types of movement. 
Know and use 
technical vocabulary 
relevant to the project 
 
Look at different 
products that use 
sliders. 

Designing 
Generate ideas based 
on simple design 
criteria  
Develop, model and 
communicate their 
ideas.  
 

Making 
Plan by suggesting 
what to do next.  
 
Plan how they will 
build their own Fire of 
London slider. 
 
 
 
 
 

Select and use tools, 
explaining their 
choices, to cut, shape 
and join paper and 
card.  
 
Use simple finishing 
techniques suitable for 
the product they are 
creating 
 
Create their own Fire 
of London slider, using 
their plan. 
 

 

Evaluating 
Explore a range of 
existing books and 
everyday products 
that use simple sliders 
and levers.  
 
To evaluate their 
product, checking that 
it matches the plan 
and if not, why not? 
 
 

Geography Human & Physical 
Seasonal & daily weather  
Filling in weather chart. 
 

History The Great Fire of 
London 
 
To place known events 
and objects in 
chronological order 
To understand some 
of the ways in which 

To ask and answer 
questions, using other 
sources 
 

Think about why the 
fire was so destructive 

 

To use historical 
vocabulary to retell 
simple stories about 
the past;  

 

Use drama/role play 
to communicate their 

To observe or handle 
evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the 
past on the basis of 
simple observations 

To know and recount 
episodes from stories 
and significant events 
in history 

To understand how 
we know so much 
about what happened 

 



we find out about the 
past and identify 
different ways in 
which it is represented 

Sequence the events 
of The Great Fire of 
London 

 

 knowledge about the 
past 
 
 

Music Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
To know what the 
songs are about 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Learn to start and stop 
singing when following 
a leader 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listening and 
appraising 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Learn to start and stop 
singing when following 
a leader 
 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Choose a song they 
have learnt and 
perform it 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Choose a song they 
have learnt and 
perform it 

Christmas nativity 
songs 
Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
 
Record the 
performance and say 
how they were feeling 
about it. 

PE Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To experiment with 
travelling dances, 
creating our own 
movements 
2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw 

Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To learn about the 
Great Fire of London 
and contribute 
descriptions 
 
To learn a dance as a 
class, performing the 

Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To learn and create 
ways of moving 
around obstacles.  
 
To develop stillness 
and balance skills 

Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To demonstrate a 
range of movement 
qualities with the body 
2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw  
To demonstrate a 
simple tactic in a game 
 

Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To tell a story through 
movement using 
expression and 
dynamics 
 
To work well with a 
team to make shapes 
with your bodies 

Fire Fire  
1. Dance 
To be supportive to a 
partner and make 
exciting travelling 
dances 
 
To use action words to 
create interesting 
movement idea 



To demonstrate an 
underarm throw with 
some accuracy 
 
To show a side gallop 
 
 
 

movements correctly 
in the right order 
2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw 
To demonstrate an 
underarm throw with 
some accuracy at 
different targets 
 
To show a side gallop 

To demonstrated 
movement memory 
skills in Bakery Dance 
2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw  
To demonstrate an 
underarm throw with 
some accuracy at 
different targets 
 
To show a side gallop 
 
 
 

2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw  
To show two simple 
tactics in a game 
 

2. FMS- Underarm 
Throw  
To show two simple 
tactics in a game 
 
 
 

RE SMSC - Mutual 
Respect 
 
 
 

Christianity (Jesus) 
Why is Jesus special 
to Christians? 
Talk about why 
Christians would say 
that Jesus is a special 
baby. 
Consider how and why 
babies might be 
special. 

Know a simple version 
of the nativity story 
talk about why 
Christians would say 
that Jesus is a special 
baby. 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about how 
different characters in 
the nativity welcome 
the baby Jesus identify 
religious aspects of 
Christmas 
celebrations. 
 
Talk about their own 
beginnings and how 
they were welcomed 
into the family. 
 

Talk about why 
Christmas is a special 
time for Christians 
consider how and why 
babies might be 
special – and why they 
need love and care. 
 
Reflect on who has 
helped them in life so 
far. 
 

NISCU visit linked to 
the nativity story. 

PSHE Health and wellbeing 
H8/9- about growing, 
changing and 
becoming more 
independent  
 

  H13/14/15-how to ask 
for help if they are 
worried about 
something  
 

 H12- about rules for 
keeping safe (in 
familiar and unfamiliar 
situations)  
 



School Value Thoughtfulness 

SMSC Value  Mutual respect 

Collective 
Worship    

• Happy times  
• How to be thoughtful 
• What makes a gift special? 
• Thinking of others with less than we have. 
• Christmas story 
• Picture News - Reflecting on current issues. 
• Reflecting on religious stories and values -   NISCU videos. 

 

 

 


