
HISTORY OVERVIEW        Year 2021 - 2022 

 

Timescale  7 Weeks 7 Weeks 6 Weeks 6 Weeks 5 Weeks 7 Weeks 
EYFS Magical me! Let’s Celebrate! Our Heroes! Sea, sky and 

beyond! 
Amazing 
Animals! 

Let’s grow! 
 

 Sharing family 
photos & 
experiences in 
the past 

Making friends & asking 
questions to find out 
about each other & 
their experiences in 
the past 

Getting to know 
people in our school 
community 
Rosa Parks – 
History/bravery 
linked to BHM 

Talk about events in 
their own lives and 
join in family 
celebrations and 
traditions. Fireworks, 
Christmas/Nativity 
Begin to understand 
remembrance  

 

 Eden Bear stories of 
Morecambe a long 
time ago 
 
Parents sharing 
stories/memories of 
trips in the local area 
 
Talk about 
Mothers/guardians 
and link to Mother’s 
Day 

 How I’ve grown & 
changed –Past, 
Present, Future. 

Sequencing photos from 
baby to now. 

Sequencing human life 
cycle from baby to 
adult 

YEAR 1  
 

 Awesome Animals  Fire Fire Where am I in the 
World? 

Beanstalk Invasion Castles and 
Dragons (English) 

I am Amazing! 

YEAR 1   The Great Fire of 
London 
Chronological 
understanding  
Understand the difference 
between things that 
happened in the past and in 
the present. 

 Florence Nightingale 
Chronological 
understanding  
Understand the difference 
between things that 
happened in the past and in 
the present. 

 
 
 

How I have Changed 
Over Time 
How our school has 
changed over time 
Chronological 
understanding  
Understand the difference 
between things that 



Introduce timelines.- front 
of book and add to it 
throughout the year 
(including cross curricular). 
Use of simple terms 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. yesterday, last 
week, before, after, a long 
time ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Describe some simple 
similarities  and differences 
between artefacts, 
between their lives and the 
lives of people in the past  
Use drama to act out key 
events. 
Historical Interpretations 
Use stories to encourage 
children to distinguish 
between fact and fiction. 
Compare adults talking 
about the past – how 
reliable are their 
memories? 
Use representations of the 
past (photographs, books, 
written accounts) to make 
interpretations. 
Historical enquiry 
Encourage children to ask 
their own questions about 
the past. 
Find answers to simple 
questions about the past 
from sources of 
information (including 
photographs, artefacts, 

Introduce timelines.- front 
of book and add to it 
throughout the year 
(including cross curricular). 
Use of simple terms 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. yesterday, last 
week, before, after, a long 
time ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Describe some simple 
similarities  and differences 
between 
artefacts, between their 
lives and the lives of people 
in the past  
Use drama to act out key 
events. 
Historical Interpretations 
Use stories to encourage 
children to distinguish 
between fact and fiction. 
Compare adults talking 
about the past – how 
reliable are their memories? 
Use representations of the 
past (photographs, books, 
written accounts) to make 
interpretations. 
Historical enquiry 
Encourage children to ask 
their own questions about 
the past. 
Find answers to simple 
questions about the past 
from sources of 
information (including 
photographs, artefacts, 

happened in the past and in 
the present. 
Introduce timelines.- front 
of book and add to it 
throughout the year 
(including cross curricular). 
Use of simple terms 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. yesterday, last 
week, before, after, a long 
time ago). 
Describe memories and 
changes that have 
happened in their own 
lives; 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
-Describe some simple 
similarities  and differences 
between 
artefacts, between their 
lives and the lives of people 
in the past  
Use drama to act out key 
events. 
Historical Interpretations 
Use stories to encourage 
children to distinguish 
between fact and fiction. 
Compare adults talking 
about the past – how 
reliable are their memories? 
Use representations of the 
past (photographs, books, 
written accounts) to make 
interpretations. 
Historical enquiry 
Encourage children to ask 
their own questions about 
the past. 



videos, images, interviews, 
books). 
 Explore events, look at 
pictures and ask questions 
(e.g. Which things are old 
and which are new? What 
were people doing?). 
Organising and presenting  
Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
Use simple ways of 
recording their   learning 
about the past e.g. labelling 
pictures   or photographs; 
simple writing tasks with a 
year 1 focus e.g. writing a 
short letter as Samuel 
Pepys 

videos, images, interviews, 
books). 
 Explore events, look at 
pictures and ask questions 
(e.g. Which things are old 
and which are new? What 
were people doing?). 
Organising and presenting  
Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past 
 Use simple ways of 
recording their   learning 
about the past e.g. labelling 
pictures  or photographs; 
simple writing tasks with a 
year 1 focus e.g. writing 
about Florence Nightingale  

 

Find answers to simple 
questions about the past 
from sources of 
information (including 
photographs, artefacts, 
videos, images, interviews, 
books). 
Explore events, look at 
pictures and ask questions 
(e.g. Which things are old 
and which are new? What 
were people doing?). 
Organising and presenting  
- Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
Use simple ways of 
recording their   learning 
about the past e.g. labelling 
pictures  or photographs; 
simple writing tasks with a 
year 1 focus e.g. writing 
about themselves  
 
 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 2 
 

I like to move it, move 
it! 

African Adventure 
 

Epic Journeys To Infinity and Beyond! Ahoy Me Hearties! 
 

Oh I do like to be 
besides the Seaside! 

YEAR 2   Esther Malanghu 
Linked to the 
geography curriculum  
Chronological 
understanding 
Sequence artefacts/images 
closer together in time and 

Amelia 
Earhart/Christopher 
Columbus 
Chronological understanding 
Sequence artefacts/images 
closer together in time and 
check with a source of 
information (e.g. a text). 

Neil Armstrong 
Chronological 
understanding 
Sequence artefacts/images 
closer together in time and 
check with a source of 
information (e.g. a text). 

Blackbeard  
Chronological 
understanding 
Sequence 
artefacts/images closer 
together in time and 
check with a source of 
information (e.g. a text). 

Eric Morecambe 
Chronological 
understanding 
Sequence artefacts/images 
closer together in time and 
check with a source of 
information (e.g. a text). 



check with a source of 
information (e.g. a text). 
Sequence photographs 
from different periods. 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
Use of developing language 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. earlier, later, 
many years ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about  people and 
events. 
 Use collections of artefacts 
and describe their 
similarities and differences. 
 Use drama to develop 
empathy and 
understanding (hot seating, 
sp. and listening) 
Children begin to realise 
that history extends 
beyond their own locality 
and nation. 
Children learn how events 
can be significant locally, 
nationally and 
internationally. 
Historical Interpretations 
Compare two versions of a 
past event. 
Compare images or 
photographs of people or 
events in the past. 
Begin to discuss the 
usefulness of photographs / 
accounts 
/ stories. 
Historical enquiry 

Sequence photographs from 
different periods. 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
Use of developing language 
relating to the passing of time 
(e.g. earlier, later, many years 
ago). 
Range and depth of historical 
knowledge  
Find out about  people and 
events. 
Use collections of artefacts 
and describe their similarities 
and differences. 
 Use drama to develop 
empathy and understanding 
(hot seating, sp. and listening) 
Children begin to realise that 
history extends beyond their 
own locality and nation. 
Children learn how events can 
be significant locally, 
nationally and internationally. 
Historical Interpretations 
Compare two versions of a 
past event. 
Compare images or 
photographs of people or 
events in the past. 
Begin to discuss the 
usefulness of photographs / 
accounts 
/ stories. 
Historical enquiry 
Work with sources –
observe/handle sources 
(including written accounts, 
photographs, images, 
artefacts, videos) to answer 

Sequence photographs 
from different periods. 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
Use of developing language 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. earlier, later, 
many years ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about  people and 
events. 
Use collections of artefacts 
and describe their 
similarities and differences. 
Use drama to develop 
empathy and understanding 
(hot seating, sp. and 
listening) 
Children begin to realise 
that history extends 
beyond their own locality 
and nation. 
Children learn how events 
can be significant locally, 
nationally and 
internationally. 
Historical Interpretations 
Compare two versions of a 
past event. 
Compare images or 
photographs of people or 
events in the past. 
Begin to discuss the 
usefulness of photographs / 
accounts 
/ stories. 
Historical enquiry 
Work with sources –
observe/handle sources 

Sequence photographs 
from different periods. 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
Use of developing 
language relating to the 
passing of time (e.g. 
earlier, later, many years 
ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about people 
and events. 
Use collections of 
artefacts and describe 
their similarities and 
differences. 
Use drama to develop 
empathy and 
understanding (hot 
seating, sp. and listening) 
Children begin to realise 
that history extends 
beyond their own locality 
and nation. 
Children learn how 
events can be significant 
locally, nationally and 
internationally. 
Historical Interpretations 
Compare two versions of 
a past event. 
Compare images or 
photographs of people or 
events in the past. 
Begin to discuss the 
usefulness of 
photographs / accounts 
/ stories. 
Historical enquiry 

Sequence photographs 
from different periods. 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
Use of developing language 
relating to the passing of 
time (e.g. earlier, later, 
many years ago). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about  people and 
events. 
Use drama to develop 
empathy and 
understanding (hot seating, 
sp. and listening) 
Children begin to realise 
that history extends 
beyond their own locality 
and nation. 
Children learn how events 
can be significant locally, 
nationally and 
internationally. 
Historical Interpretations 
Compare two versions of a 
past event. 
Compare images or 
photographs of people or 
events in the past. 
Begin to discuss the 
usefulness of photographs / 
accounts 
/ stories. 
Historical enquiry 
Work with sources –
observe/handle sources 
(including written accounts, 
photographs, images, 
artefacts, videos) to answer 



Work with sources –
observe/handle sources 
(including written accounts, 
photographs, images, 
artefacts, videos) to answer 
questions about the past on 
the basis of simple 
observations. 
Encourage children to ask 
questions about artefacts 
and sources from the past 
(who, what, why, when, 
where?). Use of both 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Identify different ways in 
which the past is 
represented. 
Children to group sources 
from different time periods 
studied and explain how 
they know. 
Organising and presenting  
Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
 Use fiction or non-fiction 
writing to convey 
their understanding of the 
period or person(s) studied 
e.g. simple fact files or 
reports, letters in role etc. 
 Use historical terms such 
as monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance or use 
historically correct nouns 
when describing or 
comparing e.g. wattle/daub, 
squirt, quill etc. 

questions about the past on 
the basis of simple 
observations. 
Encourage children to ask 
questions about artefacts and 
sources from the past (who, 
what, why, when, where?). 
Use of both primary and 
secondary sources. 
Identify different ways in 
which the past is represented. 
Children to group sources 
from different time periods 
studied and explain how they 
know. 
Organising and presenting  
Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
Use fiction or non-fiction 
writing to convey their 
understanding of the period or 
person(s) studied 
e.g. simple fact files or 
reports, letters in role etc. 
- Use historical terms such as 
monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance or use 
historically correct nouns 
when describing or comparing 
e.g. wattle/daub, squirt, quill 
etc. 

 

(including written accounts, 
photographs, images, 
artefacts, videos) to answer 
questions about the past on 
the basis of simple 
observations. 
Encourage children to ask 
questions about artefacts 
and sources from the past 
(who, what, why, when, 
where?). Use of both 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Identify different ways in 
which the past is 
represented. 
Children to group sources 
from different time periods 
studied and explain how 
they know.. 
Organising and presenting  
 Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
Use fiction or non-fiction 
writing to convey 
their understanding of the 
period or person(s) studied 
e.g. simple fact files or 
reports, letters in role etc. 
Use historical terms such as 
monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance or use 
historically correct nouns 
when describing or 
comparing e.g. wattle/daub, 
squirt, quill etc. 
 

Work with sources –
observe/handle sources 
(including written 
accounts, photographs, 
images, artefacts, videos) 
to answer questions 
about the past on the 
basis of simple 
observations. 
Encourage children to ask 
questions about artefacts 
and sources from the 
past (who, what, why, 
when, where?). Use of 
both primary and 
secondary sources. 
Identify different ways in 
which the past is 
represented. 
*Children to group 
sources from different 
time periods studied and 
explain how they know. 
Organising and 
presenting  
 Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
Use fiction or non-fiction 
writing to convey  their 
understanding of the 
period or person(s) 
studied 
e.g. simple fact files or 
reports, letters in role 
etc. 
 Use historical terms such 
as monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance or use 

questions about the past on 
the basis of simple 
observations. 
Encourage children to ask 
questions about artefacts 
and sources from the past 
(who, what, why, when, 
where?). Use of both 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Identify different ways in 
which the past is 
represented. 
Children to group sources 
from different time periods 
studied and explain how 
they know. 
Organising and presenting  
 Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge of the past. 
 Use fiction or non-fiction 
writing to convey their 
understanding of the period 
or person(s) studied 
e.g. simple fact files or 
reports, letters in role etc. 
Use historical terms such as 
monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance or use 
historically correct nouns 
when describing or 
comparing e.g. wattle/daub, 
squirt, quill etc. 

 



 historically correct nouns 
when describing or 
comparing e.g. 
wattle/daub, squirt, quill 
etc. 

YEAR 3 How to Grow a 
Dragon 

Amazing Earth We Will Rock You Exciting Egypt Impossible Places Bring Me Sunshine! 

YEAR 3   Changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 
Chronological 
understanding 
Place the time studied on a 
timeline. 
Use dates and terms 
related to the study unit 
and the passing of time. 
Sequence several events 
and/or artefacts. 
Introduction to BC and AD 
and understand how a 
timeline can be divided into 
these distinct parts. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about the 
everyday lives of people in 
the time studied and make 
comparisons with our lives 
today. 
- Identify reasons for and 
results of people’s actions. 
Understand why people 
may have  had to do 
something. 
Children are introduced to 
the term ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 

 The achievements 
of the Earliest 
Civilisations: The 
Ancient Egyptians 
Chronological 
understanding 
Place the time studied on a 
timeline. 
Use dates and terms 
related to the study unit 
and the passing of time. 
Sequence several events 
and/or artefacts. 
Introduction to BC and AD 
and understand how a 
timeline can be divided into 
these distinct parts. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about the 
everyday lives of people in 
the time studied and make 
comparisons with  our lives 
today. 
Identify reasons for and 
results of people’s actions. 
Understand why people 
may have  had to do 
something. 
Children are introduced to 
the term ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 

 Local History Study 
Morecambe  
How Morecambe 
has changed over 
the last 100 years 
Chronological 
understanding 
Place the time studied on a 
timeline. 
Use dates and terms 
related to the study unit 
and the passing of time. 
Sequence several events 
and/or artefacts. 
Introduction to BC and AD 
and understand how a 
timeline can be divided into 
these distinct parts. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about the 
everyday lives of people in 
the time studied and make 
comparisons with our lives 
today. 
 Identify reasons for and 
results of  people’s actions. 
Understand why people 
may have  had to do 
something. 



Children learn that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children begin to make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations, with 
support. 
Historical Interpretations 
Identify and begin to give 
reasons for different ways 
in which the past is 
represented. 
Distinguish between 
different sources –compare 
different versions of the 
same event. 
Look at representations of 
the period (e.g. cartoons, 
posters). 
Historical enquiry 
Use a range of sources to 
find out about a studied 
period (including 
photographs, diary 
accounts, archaeological 
evidence, artefacts, 
posters, spoken and written 
recounts). 
Introduce the terms 
‘primary source’ and 
‘secondary source’. 
Select and record 
information which is 
relevant to the study. 
Begin to use different 
methods to research (e.g. 
books, videos, spoken 

Children learn that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children begin to make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations, with 
support. 
Historical Interpretations 
Identify and begin to give 
reasons for different ways 
in which the past is 
represented. 
Distinguish between 
different sources –compare 
different versions of the 
same event. 
Look at representations of 
the period (e.g. cartoons, 
posters). 
Historical enquiry 
Use a range of sources to 
find out about a studied 
period (including 
photographs, diary 
accounts, archaeological 
evidence, artefacts, 
posters, spoken and written 
recounts). 
Introduce the terms 
‘primary source’ and 
‘secondary source’. 
Select and record 
information which is 
relevant to the study. 
Begin to use different 
methods to research (e.g. 
books, videos, spoken 

Children are introduced to 
the term ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 
Children learn that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children begin to make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations, with 
support. 
Historical Interpretations 
Identify and begin to give 
reasons for different ways 
in which the past is 
represented. 
Distinguish between 
different sources –compare 
different versions of the 
same event. 
Look at representations of 
the period (e.g. cartoons, 
posters). 
Historical enquiry 
Use a range of sources to 
find out about a studied 
period (including 
photographs, diary 
accounts, archaeological 
evidence, artefacts, 
posters, spoken and written 
recounts). 
Introduce the terms 
‘primary source’ and 
‘secondary source’. 
Select and record 
information which is 
relevant to the study. 



recounts, artefacts, the 
internet, photographs). 
Organising and presenting  
Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary e.g. 
Stone Age, Iron Age, Hunter 
Gatherer,  
-Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also   different genres of 
writing (Y3 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
 
 (-Late Neolithic hunter-
gatherers  
-  Bronze Age religion, 
technology and travel, for 
example, Stonehenge  
- Iron Age hill forts: tribal 
kingdoms, farming, art and 
culture) 

recounts, artefacts, the 
internet, photographs). 
Organising and presenting  
Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary e.g. 
temples, Empire. 
Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also   different genres of 
writing (Y3 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
(-Who were the Ancient 
Egyptians? 
 - What life was like for 
Ancient Egyptians 
- Mummification 
- Tutankhamun  
- Hieroglyphs) 
 
 
 

Begin to use different 
methods to research (e.g. 
books, videos, spoken 
recounts, artefacts, the 
internet, photographs). 
Organising and presenting  
Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary  
Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also   different genres 
of writing (Y3 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
 
  

YEAR 4 Electrifying! A-tishoo! A-tishoo! 
We all fall down! 
 

Food Glorious Food Remarkably Rotten 
Romans! 

Europe….here we 
come! 

Splash! 

YEAR 4  The Plague 1665 
Chronological 
understanding 
Use a timeline to place 
studied periods and 
historical events in 
chronological order. 

 Romans 
Chronological 
understanding 
Use a timeline to place 
studied periods and 
historical events in 
chronological order. 

 Local History 
Lancaster  
BAGHDAD  
Chronological 
understanding 
Use a timeline to place 
studied periods and 



Use terms related to the 
period and begin to date 
events. 
Understand more complex 
terms (e.g. BC/AD). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Use evidence to 
reconstruct life in time 
studied. 
Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events. 
Children understand the 
meaning of ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 
Children know that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children can make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations. 
Historical Interpretations 
Explore the idea that there 
are different accounts of 
history. 
Begin to evaluate the 
usefulness of different 
sources. 
Look at a range of evidence 
from the period and discuss 
its reliability. 
Historical enquiry 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 
Ask a variety of questions 
and find answers about the 
past. 

Use terms related to the 
period and begin to date 
events. 
Understand more complex 
terms (e.g. BC/AD). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Use evidence to 
reconstruct life in time 
studied. 
 Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events. 
Children understand the 
meaning of ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 
Children know that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children can make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations. 
Historical Interpretations 
Explore the idea that there 
are different accounts of 
history. 
Begin to evaluate the 
usefulness of different 
sources. 
Look at a range of evidence 
from the period and discuss 
its reliability. 
Historical enquiry 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 
Ask a variety of questions 
and find answers about the 
past. 

historical events in 
chronological order. 
Use terms related to the 
period and begin to date 
events. 
Understand more complex 
terms (e.g. BC/AD). 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Use evidence to 
reconstruct life in time 
studied. 
Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events. 
Children understand the 
meaning of ‘ancient 
civilisation’. 
Children know that 
concurrent civilisations 
existed around the world 
and made significant 
achievements. 
Children can make 
comparisons between 
ancient civilisations. 
Historical Interpretations 
Explore the idea that there 
are different accounts of 
history. 
Begin to evaluate the 
usefulness of different 
sources. 
Look at a range of evidence 
from the period and discuss 
its reliability. 
Historical enquiry 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 



Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research (including books, 
videos, the internet, 
photographs, pictures, 
written and spoken 
recounts, historic buildings, 
visits to sites as evidence 
about the past, artefacts). 
Use of primary and 
secondary sources. 
Support children in 
considering the 
validity/reliability of 
different sources of 
information. 
Organising and presenting  
 Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate information 
such as infectious, transmit 
 Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also different genres of 
writing (Y4 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
 

Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research (including books, 
videos, the internet, 
photographs, pictures, 
written and spoken 
recounts, historic buildings, 
visits to sites as evidence 
about the past, artefacts). 

Use of primary and secondary 
sources. 
Support children in 
considering the 
validity/reliability of 
different sources of 
information. 
Organising and presenting  
 Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate information 
such as ruled, reigned, 
empire, invasion, 
conqueror, kingdoms. 
-Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also different genres of 
writing (Y4 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
 
 

Ask a variety of questions 
and find answers about the 
past. 
Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research (including books, 
videos, the internet, 
photographs, pictures, 
written and spoken 
recounts, historic buildings, 
visits to sites as evidence 
about the past, artefacts). 
Use of primary and 
secondary sources. 
Support children in 
considering the 
validity/reliability of 
different sources of 
information. 
Organising and presenting  
 Use and 
understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate information 
such as ruled, reigned, 
empire,. 
Present, 
communicate and organise 
ideas about the past using a 
variety of art forms e.g. 
models, drama, role play 
and also different genres of 
writing (Y4 focus) e.g. 
letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 
 

YEAR 5 Houston, we have a 
problem! 

Please Sir, can I 
have some more? 

Smashing Saxons How did they do 
that? 

The Amazing 
Amazon 

Who Let the Gods 
out? 

YEAR 5 . Anglo-Saxons  Viking invasion  Ancient Greece 



 
 

 

Anglo-Saxon and Scots 
invasions on Britain, 
settlements and kingdoms: 
place names and village 
life-  
Historical interpretations 
Compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources – are they fact or 
fiction? Can they be relied 
upon as being accurate? 
Offer some reasons for 
different versions of events 
and accounts of history. 
Historical investigations 
Begin to identify primary 
and secondary sources. 
Encourage children to 
discuss the 
validity/reliability of 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 
Select relevant sections of 
information. 
Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research with increasing 
confidence (including 
books, internet, videos, 
photographs, images, 
written and spoken 
recounts, artefacts). 
Chronological 
understanding 
Know and sequence key 
events from the time 
studied. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom to the time of 
Edward the confessor. 
Norman Conquest  
Battle of Hastings  
Bayeux Tapestry 
Historical interpretations 
Compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources – are they fact or 
fiction? Can they be relied 
upon as being accurate? 
Offer some reasons for 
different versions of events 
and accounts of history. 
Historical investigations 
Begin to identify primary 
and secondary sources. 
Encourage children to 
discuss the 
validity/reliability of 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 
Select relevant sections of 
information. 
Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research with increasing 
confidence (including 
books, internet, videos, 
photographs, images, 
written and spoken 
recounts, artefacts). 
Chronological 
understanding 

 Historical interpretations 
Compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources – are they fact or 
fiction? Can they be relied 
upon as being accurate? 
Offer some reasons for 
different versions of events 
and accounts of history. 
Historical investigations 
Begin to identify primary 
and secondary sources. 
Encourage children to 
discuss the 
validity/reliability of 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event. 
Select relevant sections of 
information. 
Use different methods and 
sources to complete 
research with increasing 
confidence (including 
books, internet, videos, 
photographs, images, 
written and spoken 
recounts, artefacts). 
Chronological 
understanding 
Know and sequence key 
events from the time 
studied. 
Use relevant terms and 
period labels. 
Make comparisons 
between different times in 
the past and place on a 
timeline 



Use relevant terms and 
period labels. 
Make comparisons 
between different times in 
the past and place on a 
timeline 
Secure understanding that 
a timeline can be divided 
into BC and AD. 
Knowledge and 
understanding  
Describe the key features 
of the past, including 
attitudes, beliefs and the 
everyday lives of men, 
women and children. 
Identify and note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time in the 
everyday lives of people;  
Use appropriate historical 
terms such as culture, 
religious, social, economic 
and political when 
describing the past;   
Children begin to 
understand how empires 
are able to expand and be 
dissolved. 
Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements 

Know and sequence key 
events from the time 
studied. 
Use relevant terms and 
period labels. 
Make comparisons 
between different times in 
the past and place on a 
timeline 
Secure understanding that 
a timeline can be divided 
into BC and AD. 
Knowledge and 
understanding  
Describe the key features 
of the past, including 
attitudes, beliefs and the 
everyday lives of men, 
women and children. 
Identify and note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time in the 
everyday lives of people;  
*Children begin to 
understand how empires 
are able to expand and be 
dissolved. 
*Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
*Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements 
Presenting, organising and 
communicating. 

Secure understanding that 
a timeline can be divided 
into BC and AD. 
Knowledge and 
understanding  
Describe the key features 
of the past, including 
attitudes, beliefs and the 
everyday lives of men, 
women and children. 
Identify and note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time in the 
everyday lives of people;  
*Children begin to 
understand how empires 
are able to expand and be 
dissolved. 
*Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
*Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements 
Presenting, organising and 
communicating. 
Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about from 
the past using detailed 
discussions and debates 
and different genres of 
writing such as myths, 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 



Presenting, organising and 
communicating. 
Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about from 
the past using detailed 
discussions and debates 
and different genres of 
writing such as myths, 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports; 
Plan and present a self-
directed project or research 
about the studied period. 

 
 

Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about from 
the past using detailed 
discussions and debates 
and different genres of 
writing such as myths, 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports; 
Plan and present a self-
directed project or research 
about the studied period. 
 
 
 
 

information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports; 
Plan and present a self-
directed project or research 
about the studied period. 
 
 

YEAR 6  
 

I’ve a feeling we’re 
not in Kansas 

anymore! 

A Moment in Time No Man’s Land Rise and Fall Children of the 
War 

Speak up! 

YEAR 6 
 

 WW1 
Chronological 
understanding 
 Place current study on 
timeline in relation to other 
studies. 
Use relevant dates and 
times. 
Sequence a range of events 
accurately on a timeline 
and corroborate with 
evidence when relevant. 
Describe the main changes 
in a period of history. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
Find out about beliefs, 
behaviours and 
characteristics of people 

 WW2 
Chronological 
understanding 
Place current study on 
timeline in relation to other 
studies. 
Use relevant dates and 
times. 
Sequence a range of events 
accurately on a timeline 
and corroborate with 
evidence when relevant. 
Describe the main changes 
in a period of history. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
- Find out about beliefs, 
behaviours and 
characteristics of people 

 The Victorians 
Chronological 
understanding 
Place current study on 
timeline in relation to other 
studies. 
Use relevant dates and 
times. 
Sequence a range of events 
accurately on a timeline 
and corroborate with 
evidence when relevant. 
Describe the main changes 
in a period of history. 
Range and depth of 
historical knowledge  
- Find out about beliefs, 
behaviours and 
characteristics of people 



recognising that not 
everyone shares the same 
views and feelings. 
Know Key dates, characters 
and events of time studied. 
Children understand 
reasons for the expansion 
and dissolution of empires. 
Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements. 
Historical Interpretations 
Link sources and work out 
how conclusions were 
arrived at. 
Consider ways of checking 
the accuracy and reliability 
of interpretations. Fact, 
fiction or opinion? 
Be aware that different 
evidence will lead to 
different conclusions and 
evidence can be interpreted 
differently. 
Evaluate evidence to 
choose the most 
reliable/useful forms. 
Understand that some 
information from the past 
is propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation and that 

recognising that not 
everyone shares the same 
views and feelings. 
-Know Key dates, characters 
and events of time studied. 
Children understand 
reasons for the expansion 
and dissolution of empires. 
*Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
*Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements. 
Historical Interpretations 
Link sources and work out 
how conclusions were 
arrived at. 
Consider ways of checking 
the accuracy and reliability 
of interpretations. Fact, 
fiction or opinion? 
Be aware that different 
evidence will lead to 
different conclusions and 
evidence can be interpreted 
differently. 
Evaluate evidence to 
choose the most 
reliable/useful forms. 
Understand that some 
information from the past 
is propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation and that 

recognising that not 
everyone shares the same 
views and feelings. 
Know Key dates, characters 
and events of time studied. 
Children understand 
reasons for the expansion 
and dissolution of empires. 
Children understand when 
ancient civilisations existed 
in relation to periods and 
civilisations studied. 
Children can use existing 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilisations using a range of 
concepts including empire, 
conflict, beliefs, legacy and 
achievements. 
Historical Interpretations 
Link sources and work out 
how conclusions were 
arrived at. 
Consider ways of checking 
the accuracy and reliability 
of interpretations. Fact, 
fiction or opinion? 
Be aware that different 
evidence will lead to 
different conclusions and 
evidence can be interpreted 
differently. 
Evaluate evidence to 
choose the most 
reliable/useful forms. 
Understand that some 
information from the past 
is propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation and that 



this affects interpretations 
of history. 
Historical enquiry 
Recognise primary and 
secondary sources. 
Use a range of evidence 
including documents, 
printed sources (including 
archive materials), the 
internet, databases (Census 
information for local study), 
pictures, photographs, 
artefacts and historic 
buildings to collect 
evidence about the past. 
Which sources of evidence 
are the most 
reliable/useful? Why? 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer 
questions, realising that 
there is often not a single 
answer to historical 
questions. 
Investigate own lines of 
enquiry by posing questions 
to answer. 
Bring knowledge gathered 
from several sources 
together in a fluent 
account. 
Organising and presenting  
Know and show a good 
understanding of historical 
vocabulary including 
abstract  terms such as 
Propaganda, democracy, 
civilisation, social, political, 
economic, cultural, and 
religious. 

this affects interpretations 
of history. 
Historical enquiry 
Recognise primary and 
secondary sources. 
Use a range of evidence 
including documents, 
printed sources (including 
archive materials), the 
internet, databases (Census 
information for local study), 
pictures, photographs, 
artefacts and historic 
buildings to collect 
evidence about the past. 
Which sources of evidence 
are the most 
reliable/useful? Why? 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer 
questions, realising that 
there is often not a single 
answer to historical 
questions. 
Investigate own lines of 
enquiry by posing questions 
to answer. 
Bring knowledge gathered 
from several sources 
together in a fluent 
account. 
Organising and presenting  
 Know and show a good 
understanding of historical 
vocabulary including 
abstract  terms such as 
Propaganda, democracy, 
civilisation, social, political, 
economic, cultural, and 
religious. 

this affects interpretations 
of history. 
Historical enquiry 
Recognise primary and 
secondary sources. 
Use a range of evidence 
including documents, 
printed sources (including 
archive materials), the 
internet, databases (Census 
information for local study), 
pictures, photographs, 
artefacts and historic 
buildings to collect 
evidence about the past. 
Which sources of evidence 
are the most 
reliable/useful? Why? 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer 
questions, realising that 
there is often not a single 
answer to historical 
questions. 
Investigate own lines of 
enquiry by posing questions 
to answer. 
Bring knowledge gathered 
from several sources 
together in a fluent 
account. 
Organising and presenting  
Know and show a good 
understanding of historical 
vocabulary including 
abstract  terms such as 
democracy, civilisation, 
social, political, economic, 
cultural, and religious. 
Present 



 Present 
communicate and organise 
ideas from the past using 
detailed discussion and 
debates and also different 
genres of writing such as 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports. Plan 
and present a self-directed 
project about the period 
studied. 
 

 Present 
communicate and organise 
ideas from the past using 
detailed discussion and 
debates and also different 
genres of writing such as 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports. 
Plan and present a self-
directed project about the 
period studied. 
 

communicate and organise 
ideas from the past using 
detailed discussion and 
debates and also different 
genres of writing such as 
instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, 
posters, news reports. 
Plan and present a self-
directed project about the 
period studied. 
 

 

 


